PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 6 ANIMALS 
Chapter 6 ANIMALS [1] 
ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 
ARTICLE II. - DOGS 
ARTICLE III. - LIVESTOCK 


FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (1) --- 
Cross reference— Environment, ch. 22.(Back)
State Law reference— General authority of town to regulate animals and fowl, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.94:1; animal welfare, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.66 et seq.; game inland fisheries and dogs, Code of Virginia, § 29.1-100 et seq.(Back)
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 6-1. Cruelty to animals; penalty.
Sec. 6-2. Burial or cremation of animals or fowl which have died.
Secs. 6-3—6-30. Reserved.


[bookmark: BK_D92C24C8B16680BCA5EA25AAC8B80F6A]Sec. 6-1. Cruelty to animals; penalty.
(a)	Any person who:
(1)	Overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, whether belonging to himself or another; 
(2)	Deprives any animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment;
(3)	Sores any equine for any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is within the context of a veterinary client-patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; 
(4)	Willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal; 
(5)	Carries or causes to be carried in or upon any vehicle, vessel or otherwise any animal in a cruel, brutal, or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or unnecessary suffering; or 
(6)	Causes any of the acts listed in subsections (a)(1)—(6) of this section, or being the owner of such animal permits such acts to be done by another; 
shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
(b)	Any person who abandons or dumps any dog, cat or other companion animal in any public place including the right-of-way of any public highway, road or street or on the property of another shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
(c)	Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle.
(d)	For the purposes of this section, the term "animal" shall be construed to include birds and fowl. 
(e)	This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing or trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including, but not limited to, Code of Virginia, tit. 29.1, or to farming activities as provided under Code of Virginia, tit. 3.1, or regulations promulgated thereto. 
(f)	In addition to the penalties provided in subsection (a) of this section, the court may, in its discretion, require any person convicted of a violation of subsection (a) of this section to attend an anger management or other appropriate treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court may impose the costs of such a program or counseling upon the person convicted. 
(g)	It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the hide, fur or pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
(Code 1984, § 11-2)
State Law reference— Cruelty to animals, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.122; specific authority to adopt section, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.94; penalty for violation, Code of Virginia, § 18.2-403.1. 
[bookmark: BK_38C75386E124D6ECC52F8971FBEC8E14]Sec. 6-2. Burial or cremation of animals or fowl which have died.
(a)	When the owner of any animal or grown fowl which has died knows of such death, such owner shall forthwith have its body cremated or buried; and, if he fails to do so, any judge of a general district court, after notice to the owner if he can be ascertained, shall cause any such dead animal or fowl to be cremated or buried by an officer or other person designated for the purpose. Such officer or other person shall be entitled to recover of the owner of every such animal so cremated or buried the actual cost of the cremation or burial, not to exceed $75.00, and of the owner of every such fowl so cremated or buried, the actual cost of the cremation or burial, not to exceed $5.00, to be recovered in the same manner as officers' fees are recovered, free from all exemptions in favor of such owner. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. 
(b)	Nothing in this section shall be deemed to require the burial or cremation of the whole or portions of any animal or fowl which is to be used for food or in any commercial manner. 
(Code 1984, § 11-3)
State Law reference— Burial or cremation of dead animals, Code of Virginia, § 18.2-510; burial or cremation of dead companion animals, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.121. 
[bookmark: BK_E86ED687915C5CA7E035F3BD2F1373B0]Secs. 6-3—6-30. Reserved.
ARTICLE II. DOGS [2] 
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY 


FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (2) --- 
State Law reference— Animal laws, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.66.(Back)
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 6-31. Dogs running at large prohibited.
Sec. 6-32. Unlicensed dogs.
Sec. 6-33. Barking or howling dogs.
Sec. 6-34. Dog sanitation.
Sec. 6-35. Violation of sections 6-33 and 6-34.
Secs. 6-36—6-60. Reserved.


[bookmark: BK_784A100B6D55659E8D0D738DBE7EEDDB]Sec. 6-31. Dogs running at large prohibited.
(a)	It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any dog to permit such dog to run at large. 
(b)	The term "running at large," as used in this article, shall mean the causing or permitting of any dog to be found off the premises of its owner or custodian, whether such dog is upon the streets or alleys of the town or upon private property of anyone not the owner or custodian of such dog; provided that nothing in this subsection shall be construed as preventing the owner or custodian on any dog from being accompanied by his dog if such dog is at all times under the direct supervision and control of some person who has the ability to manage such dog. 
(c)	It shall be the duty of the chief of police and police officers of the town to take up and impound any dog found running at large in the county animal shelter. 
(d)	A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor.
(Code 1984, § 3-15)
Cross reference— Penalty for Class 4 misdemeanor, § 1-15(a)(4); streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 46. 
State Law reference— Authority for this section, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.93; confinement and disposition of stray animals, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.96. 
[bookmark: BK_0047C7C9740389C1488FE691C1D3607E]Sec. 6-32. Unlicensed dogs.
Any unlicensed dog found in the town shall be seized and confined in the county animal shelter and redemption of such dog shall be subject to county ordinances and regulations. 
(Code 1984, § 3-16)
State Law reference— Licensing of dogs required, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-796.85. 
[bookmark: BK_B36E9787E6F737DD82AB7DE1612EEDB4]Sec. 6-33. Barking or howling dogs.
(a)	The harboring or keeping of any dog which by loud, frequent or habitual barking or howling shall cause annoyance and disturb the peace and quiet of any person or neighborhood is declared to be a nuisance. Upon complaint being made to the code enforcement officer or any police officer that the provisions of this section are being violated, the code enforcement officer or police officer shall give notice to the owner of such dog of such complaint and shall further order the discontinuance of the disturbance. 
(b)	It shall be unlawful for the owner of such barking or howling dog to fail after the expiration of 24 hours from the receipt of such notice to cause the discontinuance of such disturbance. 
(c)	Citizens affected by a barking or howling dog are requested but are not required to contact the dog's owner prior to contacting the town to attempt to resolve differences and objections with the owner of the barking or howling dog. 
(Code 1984, § 3-17; Ord. of 7-28-2015(1))
[bookmark: BK_AD8141DA1A62AB548D87C996A2164DB4]Sec. 6-34. Dog sanitation.
It shall be unlawful for any owner of a dog to: 
(1)	Knowingly or willfully allow the dog to urinate or defecate on the private property of other persons without their consent. 
(2)	Knowingly or willfully allow the dog to urinate or defecate on public property, except that defecation by a dog on public property shall not constitute a violation of this section if the owner of the dog immediately removes the material defecated and disposes of it in a safe and sanitary manner. 
(3)	Knowingly or willfully keep or allow a dog to be confined on private property in an unsanitary or unhealthy manner. 
(Code 1984, § 3-18)
[bookmark: BK_2AA7DCA7592B20CAFF1DD4ACA4316679]Sec. 6-35. Violation of sections 6-33 and 6-34.
(a)	Violations deemed misdemeanor. Any violation of the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor unless otherwise specifically provided. 
(b)	Subsequent violations. Any subsequent violation of the provisions of sections 6-33 and 6-34 within six months of a prior violation of such section may be charged as a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
(c)	Authority of town to enforce by process. The town shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of sections 6-33 and 6-34 by criminal or civil process. 
(d)	Amicable resolution by citizens requested. Prior to calling upon the police or the town to enforce sections 6-33 and 6-34, citizens are requested, but are not required to contact, or attempt to contact, the owner of the offending dog to attempt amicably and non-judicially to resolve any problem involving such dog. 
(e)	Amicable resolution by town. Prior to instituting criminal proceedings against the owner of a dog in a violation under sections 6-33 and 6-34, the town manager may, if he deems it appropriate, contact or attempt to contact the dog's owner to attempt amicably and non-judicially to resolve any problem involving a dog. 
(f)	Legal resolution. Citizens may invoke the procedures afforded by the criminal or civil justice system to attempt to resolve any complaint or problem with a dog. 
(Code 1984, § 3-19; Ord. of 7-28-2015(2))
State Law reference— Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, §§ 3.1-796.126:7, 3.1-796.128. 
[bookmark: BK_6CA37C38ED65C0B66BA28F23C857F771]Secs. 6-36—6-60. Reserved.
ARTICLE III. LIVESTOCK [3] 
Sec. 6-61. Cattle, horses, etc., running at large; impoundment and sale of livestock.
Sec. 6-62. Riding, driving, etc., livestock on sidewalks prohibited.
Sec. 6-63. Keeping, maintaining, etc., hogs unlawful.
Sec. 6-64. Keeping, maintaining, etc., chickens unlawful.
Sec. 6-65. Keeping, feeding, etc., ducks unlawful.


[bookmark: BK_9830E14D2096290552EDC89FB3A3A97F]Sec. 6-61. Cattle, horses, etc., running at large; impoundment and sale of livestock.
(a)	Running at large prohibited. It shall be unlawful for cattle, horses, hogs and other livestock to run at large in the town. It shall be unlawful for any person owning, possessing or having in his care or custody any cattle, horses, hogs or other livestock to willfully, knowingly or negligently permit any such cattle, horses, hogs or livestock to run at large. 
(b)	Prohibited on Maple Hill Cemetery property. No such livestock shall be permitted in or on the Maple Hill Cemetery property of the town, whether attended or unattended. 
(c)	Notification of police. Any person may at any time take possession of any such animal so at large and immediately notify the police department. 
(d)	Sale of defaulted animals; return of residual proceeds. Should any fine imposed for a violation of this section not be paid, the proper judicial officer may direct the police to retain possession of the animal. Should the owner thereof continue in default for ten days thereafter, such judicial officer shall direct the chief of police to sell the animal at public auction. After payment of fine and costs, the chief of police shall return the residue of the proceeds of sale to the former owner of the animal. 
(e)	Violation deemed misdemeanor. A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor. 
(Code 1984, § 3-26)
Cross reference— Penalty for Class 4 misdemeanor, § 1-15(a)(4); streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 46. 
State Law reference— Estrays, Code of Virginia, § 55.202 et seq. 
[bookmark: BK_3F9D97EF8E83D855AAB1FEAD304B8D19]Sec. 6-62. Riding, driving, etc., livestock on sidewalks prohibited.
(a)	It shall be unlawful for any person to ride, drive or lead any horse, pony, cattle or other livestock on the sidewalks of the town and such animals may be ridden, etc., only upon the streets of the town. 
(b)	A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor.
(Code 1984, § 3-27)
Cross reference— Penalty for Class 4 misdemeanor, § 1-15(a)(4); streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 46. 
[bookmark: BK_C0B7930D843DF33C450A576C00D489A4]Sec. 6-63. Keeping, maintaining, etc., hogs unlawful.
(a)	It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain, raise or fatten hogs within the corporate limits of the town. 
(b)	A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor.
(Code 1984, § 3-28)
Cross reference— Penalty for Class 3 misdemeanor, § 1-15(a)(3). 
[bookmark: BK_F87A21C048698513841EC11440819D21]Sec. 6-64. Keeping, maintaining, etc., chickens unlawful.
(a)	It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain or raise chickens within the corporate limits of the town. 
(b)	A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor.
(Code 1984, § 3-29)
Cross reference— Penalty for Class 3 misdemeanor, § 1-15(a)(3). 
[bookmark: BK_34685986EFB3C322994EB02ADA3CADE3]Sec. 6-65. Keeping, feeding, etc., ducks unlawful.
(a)	It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain or feed any ducks at or within one mile above the raw water intake and impoundment pond for the town water plant. 
(b)	A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor.
(Code 1984, § 3-30)
Cross reference— Penalty for Class 3 misdemeanor, § 1-15(a)(3) 


FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (3) --- 
State Law reference— Agriculture, horticulture and food, Code of Virginia, § 3.1-1 et seq.(Back)
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