PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 10 BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 
Chapter 10 BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS [1] 
ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 
ARTICLE II. - UNSAFE BUILDINGS 
ARTICLE III. - BUILDING CODE 


FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (1) --- 
Cross reference— Environment, ch. 22; fire prevention and protection, ch. 26; solid waste, ch. 42; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 46; utilities, ch. 58; erosion and sediment control and stormwater management, ch. 62; planning, ch. 66; subdivision of land, ch. 70; drainage and flood control on building sites, § 70-61 et seq.; zoning, ch. 74; accessory buildings, § 74-801 et seq.(Back)
State Law reference— General authority of town to regulate construction and repair of buildings, Code of Virginia, §§ 15.2-1117, 36-105.(Back)
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 10-1. Town building official to enforce chapter.
Secs. 10-2—10-30. Reserved.


[bookmark: BK_A60CD04F489F7B76035A0006321BDB40]Sec. 10-1. Town building official to enforce chapter.
The town building official shall act as building official for the purposes of this chapter and for the enforcement of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code. 
(Code 1984, § 4-1; Ord. of 10-22-2001, § 4-1)
[bookmark: BK_F5518BC9D0F1F04AC603570445F26759]Secs. 10-2—10-30. Reserved.
ARTICLE II. UNSAFE BUILDINGS [2] 
Sec. 10-31. Authority to require removal, repair, etc.
Sec. 10-32. Structures deemed unsafe.
Sec. 10-33. Examination and report.
Sec. 10-34. Notice.
Sec. 10-35. Action after notification.
Sec. 10-36. Subjection to legal proceedings.
Sec. 10-37. Costs and expenses.
Sec. 10-38. Failure to comply deemed unlawful.
Sec. 10-39. Liens.
Sec. 10-40. Appeal of decision.
Sec. 10-41. Indemnification of town.
Sec. 10-42. Violation.
Secs. 10-43—10-70. Reserved.


[bookmark: BK_E6871534642F227DCADBD8C44EA606F5]Sec. 10-31. Authority to require removal, repair, etc.
The town council shall have the authority to require owners of property to remove, repair or secure any building, wall or any other structure which might endanger the public health or safety of other residents of the town. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(a))
[bookmark: BK_3A5EB5A0C5DF11CFCD365990D6430A37]Sec. 10-32. Structures deemed unsafe.
All buildings, walls or structures that are or hereafter shall become unsafe and/or unsanitary, which constitute a fire hazard, or endanger the public health or safety of other residents of the town shall be deemed unsafe buildings, walls or structures. All unsafe buildings, walls or structures shall be removed, repaired or secured in accordance with the specification of the designated town officials. A vacant building, wall or structure which is unguarded or is open at any door and/or window shall be deemed a fire hazard and unsafe within the meaning of this article. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(b))
[bookmark: BK_2824046B4A9DE9F56058AB1526DCF6D8]Sec. 10-33. Examination and report.
The fire chief, chief of police or engineers/zoning administrator and the town manager shall examine every building, wall or structure reported as unsafe or unsanitary, constituting a fire hazard, or endangering public health or safety and shall report the results of such examination to the council. The council may, upon affirmative vote, direct the appropriate town officials to take action against the owner of any such buildings, walls or structures. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(c))
[bookmark: BK_185B051B1C60310B846A5095D378B55B]Sec. 10-34. Notice.
The town officials shall serve upon the owner, agent or person in control of any unsafe building, wall or structure a written notice describing such property, the location thereof and specifying the necessary repairs or improvements to be made in order to render the property safe, sanitary or secure, or requiring that such property or any portion thereof be demolished within a specified period of time. Such notice shall require the owner, agent or person in control of any such property to respond, in writing, to the town officials as to his acceptance or rejection of the term of the notice within ten days. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(d))
[bookmark: BK_5F70E2BB807A7BC7FFEC0FABB44878BA]Sec. 10-35. Action after notification.
If after diligent search the owner, agent or person in control of any such property cannot be found within the town, then such notice shall be sent by registered or certified mail to the last known address of any such person and a copy of the notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place upon the premises and at the front door of the courthouse in Tazewell, Virginia. If no action has been taken by the owner, agent or person in control of such property within 60 days of the initial posting of the notice, the town may proceed to remove, repair or secure the building, wall or structure. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(e))
[bookmark: BK_49576BABC6D4C116BB58F56B6911FFA0]Sec. 10-36. Subjection to legal proceedings.
Any owner, agent or person served with notice that any building, wall or structure belonging to him or under his control is unsafe or unsanitary, constitutes a fire hazard, or is a danger to public health or safety and who refuses or neglects to comply with the requirements of the notice to abate the unsafe conditions within 60 days shall be subject to the appropriate legal proceeding to compel compliance. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(f))
[bookmark: BK_55F6772D131D0B06045B55D2CDFA895E]Sec. 10-37. Costs and expenses.
In the event the town, through its own agent or employees, removes, repairs or secures any unsafe building, wall or structure after complying with the notice provisions of this article, the cost or expense thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owners of such property and may be collected by the town as taxes and levies are collected. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(g))
[bookmark: BK_E36A8E77509111A953A9FE96EB193833]Sec. 10-38. Failure to comply deemed unlawful.
It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent or person in control of any such unsafe buildings, walls or structures to willfully fail to comply with the provisions of this article or any notice given under this article. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(h))
[bookmark: BK_DE7F7608BDC6A2731EA0B547E06BF8AE]Sec. 10-39. Liens.
Every charge, cost or expense authorized by this article with which the owner of any such property shall have been assessed and which remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(i))
[bookmark: BK_C94639AFCEEA4454508E330CEC4E1232]Sec. 10-40. Appeal of decision.
A decision rendered by the town in the enforcement of this article may be appealed to the county circuit court within 30 days of the date of any such decision. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(j))
[bookmark: BK_825C5B8C5862290B90F4BE022D0EB953]Sec. 10-41. Indemnification of town.
Any officer of the town, town official or any other person charged with the enforcement of this article shall not render himself personally liable in the discharge of his duties under this article, and he is hereby relieved of any personal liability for any damages which may accrue to any person or property as a result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his duties. Any suit brought against any such officer, official or employee of the town resulting from enforcement of this article shall be defended by the town to the termination of any such proceeding. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(k))
[bookmark: BK_CDFFD7295B4EDB24EE03D6707DAFB030]Sec. 10-42. Violation.
A violation of this article shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
(Code 1984, § 4-2(l))
[bookmark: BK_5DBE426DF49A446B91875FEBBD0DCE37]Secs. 10-43—10-70. Reserved.


FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (2) --- 
Cross reference— Environment, ch. 22.(Back)
State Law reference— Unsafe building provisions, Code of Virginia, § 15.2-906.(Back)
ARTICLE III. BUILDING CODE
Sec. 10-71. State Building Code and 2012 International Code adopted.
Sec. 10-72. Enforcement.
Sec. 10-73. Permit required; fees.
Sec. 10-74. Fire limits.
Sec. 10-75. House numbers.
Sec. 10-76. Violation a misdemeanor; civil penalty.


[bookmark: BK_E4E2B5FF36E8DEA9E8A15D6056D77C90]Sec. 10-71. State Building Code and 2012 International Code adopted.
(a)	There is hereby adopted by reference the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, which is adopted for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations for the construction, alteration, removal demolition, equipment, use and occupancy, location and maintenance of buildings and structures, including permits and penalties. 
(b)	There is hereby adopted by reference the International Building Code, 2012 Edition, as adopted by the International Code Counsel (ICC) and the Commonwealth of Virginia, in its various subparts as follows: 
(1)	Building and Building Regulations Code, for regulating and governing the design construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration repair, location, relocation, addition to, use or maintenance of building and structures. 
(2)	Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities, for regulation and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of building and/or fire protection systems. 
(3)	Electric Code, for regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of electrical systems. 
(4)	Existing Building Code, for regulating and governing the design construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of existing buildings, including historic buildings. 
(5)	Energy Conservation Code, regulating and governing the design construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair location, relocation, addition to, use or maintenance of energy-efficient mechanical, lighting and power systems. 
(6)	Fire Code, regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance, and the safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosive hazards arising from storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises. 
(7)	Fuel Gas Code, regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of fuel gas systems and gas-fired appliances. 
(8)	Mechanical Code, regulation and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of mechanical systems. 
(9)	Plumbing Code, regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of plumbing systems. 
(10)	Private Sewage Disposal Code, regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of individual sewage disposal systems. 
(11)	Property Maintenance Code, regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacements, addition to, use or maintenance of the conditions and maintenance of all property. 
(12)	Residential Code regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacements, addition to, use or maintenance of, removal and demolition of detached one-family and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories in height with separate means egress. 
(13)	Urban-Wildland Interface Code, for regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance in connection with migration of hazard to life and property from the intrusion of fire from wildland exposures, fire from adjacent structures and prevention of structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels. 
(14)	Zoning Code, for regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of all buildings, structures and lots. 
(15)	Green Construction Code, for regulating and governing the design construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of all green buildings and structures. 
(16)	Swimming Pool and Spa Code, for regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of all aquatic vessels. 
(c)	Not less than one copy of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code and the International Building Code, 2012 Edition, except such portions as are deleted, modified or amended by this chapter, are filed in the office of the building and zoning department for inspection during regular business hours. The provisions thereof shall be controlling in the construction of all building, and structures and other matters therein contained within the town. The codes adopted by this section shall be known and may be cited as the building code. 
(Code 1984, § 4-16; Ord. of 11-14-2005(2); Ord. of 9-22-2008; Ord. of 3-28-2011; Ord. of 10-24-2012) 
State Law reference— Uniform Statewide Building Code, Code of Virginia, § 36-97 et seq. 
[bookmark: BK_989EE84B6943130C24D291B1FDD94782]Sec. 10-72. Enforcement.
(a)	Official action. The building official is hereby designated to act as the enforcing agency for the enforcement of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, section 3401.2 et seq. and the therein referenced International Property Maintenance Code duly adopted by the state board of housing and community development under authority of Code of Virginia, §§ 36-98 and 36-103. Enforcement shall be according to the terms of this section. 
(b)	Enforcement. The enforcement procedures shall be instituted by the building official and administered in accordance with the provisions set forth in subsection (d) of this section. 
(c)	Appeals. The local board of building code appeals is hereby designated as the appeals board to hear appeals arising for the application of the referenced provisions of the building code. 
(d)	Administrative practices. The building official shall establish such procedures or requirements as may be necessary for the administration and enforcement of this section. The procedures shall be reviewed by the town manager and approved by town council. 
(Code 1984, § 4-16.1; Ord. of 10-22-2001, § 4-16.1; Ord. of 10-24-2014)
[bookmark: BK_05BD490A4C51D8389A40AD677D4B6676]Sec. 10-73. Permit required; fees.
No permit to begin work for new construction, remodeling, renovation or other building operation subject to the building code shall be issued until a building permit or other required permit has been issued and the required fees have been paid. The fee schedule and any schedule for refunding of fees shall be set by the town council, all such fees shall be made payable to the town. 
(Code 1984, § 4-17; Ord. of 10-22-2001, § 4-17; Ord. of 11-14-2005(2))
[bookmark: BK_AC1F533CCDCABEECAEB3DE55AD1A2A15]Sec. 10-74. Fire limits.
(a)	The town shall be divided into fire limits and outside fire limits.
(b)	The fire limits shall comprise the areas housing highly congested business, commercial, manufacturing and industrial uses or in which such uses are developing and also the areas housing residential uses, together with retail stores, business and amusement centers, or in which such uses are developing. 
(c)	All other areas not included shall be designated as outside the fire limits.
(Code 1984, § 4-18)
Cross reference— Fire prevention and protection, ch. 26. 
[bookmark: BK_19CF51AC2FC3874A629B23F39DB240AE]Sec. 10-75. House numbers.
(a)	Required. Every building or structure within the town shall place thereon a number which identifies the building or structure. Such number shall be easily visible from the street for a distance of at least 50 feet. 
(b)	Penalty for violation. Any owner, renter, lessee or person in charge of a building or structure found guilty of violation of the provisions of this section more than 60 days after having been given due notice of such violation shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
(c)	Residential numbers shall be not less than four inches in height and one-half inch in stroke. Commercial buildings shall be not less than four inches in height and one-half inch in stroke. 
(d)	In the situation where a building is located further than 50 feet from the road or that the house is not visible from the street the numbers shall be placed near the walk, driveway, or entrance to the property, upon the mailbox if only one mail box is located near the driveway and only one mailbox is present, gate post, fence or other appropriate place so as to be clearly distinguishable and visible from the street. 
(e)	Cost and installation of house numbers is the responsibility of the property or occupant of the property. 
(f)	For the purpose of addressing, the town may name private drives to ensure proper addresses for each and every structure. The drives will remain private without any type of maintenance, snow removal, or repair. 
(Code 1984, § 4-18.1; Ord. of 10-23-2007; Ord. of 10-24-2014)
[bookmark: BK_3221C37AAAF13EF5880016B3D8ABC796]Sec. 10-76. Violation a misdemeanor; civil penalty.
(a)	It shall be unlawful for any owner or any other person to violate any such provisions of the building code. Any such violation shall be deemed a misdemeanor and any owner or any other person convicted of such a violation shall be punished by a fine of not more than $2,500.00. In addition, each day the violation continues after conviction or the court-ordered abatement period has expired shall constitute a separate offense. If the violation remains uncorrected at the time of the conviction, the court shall order the violator to abate or remedy the violation in order to comply with the Code. Except as otherwise provided by the court for good cause shown, any such violator shall abate or remedy the violation within six months of the date of conviction. Each day during which the violation continues after the court-ordered abatement period has ended shall constitute a separate offense. Any person convicted of a second offense committed within less than five years after a first offense under this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $1,000.00 nor more than $2,500.00. Any person convicted of a second offense committed within a period of five to ten years of a first offense under this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500.00 nor more than $2,500.00. Any person convicted of a third or subsequent offense involving the same property committed within ten years of an offense under this section after having been at least twice previously convicted shall be punished by confinement in jail for not more than ten days and a fine of not less than $2,500.00 nor more than $5,000.00, either or both. No portion of the fine imposed for such third or subsequent offense committed within ten years of an offense under this section shall be suspended. 
(b)	Any owner or any other person violating any building code provisions relating to the removal or the covering of lead-base paint which poses a hazard to the health of pregnant women and children under the age of six years who occupy the premises shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine of not more than $2,500.00. If the court convicts pursuant to this subsection and sets a time by which such hazard must be abated, each day the hazard remains unabated after the time set for the abatement has expired shall constitute a separate violation of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code. Upon a reasonable showing to the court by a landlord, as defined in Code of Virginia, § 55.248-4, that such landlord is financially unable to abate the lead-base paint hazard, the court shall order any rental agreement related to the affected premises terminated effective 30 days from the entry of the court order. For the purposes of the preceding sentence, termination of the rental agreement shall not be deemed noncompliance by the landlord pursuant to Code of Virginia, § 55.248-21. 
(c)	Any person who refuses to stop work upon receipt of a stop work order, or removes a violation notice shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $2,500.00. 
(d)	Any prosecution under this section shall be commenced within two years as provided in Code of Virginia, § 19.2-8. 
(Code 1984, § 4-19; Ord. of 11-14-2005(2))
State Law reference— Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, § 36-106(A), (C), (D). 
	Bluefield, Virginia, Code of Ordinances	Page 1
