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& Urban Design

Land Use

General

The Town of Bluefield currently defines land use with a series of fifteen
districts incorporating residential, business, manufacturing, shopping cen-
ters and open space categories. Description of the various districts can be
found later in this document in the Ordinance section. The largest single
holder of undeveloped lands within the town, The Leatherwood Corpora-
tion, does have on file a master plan outlining how they hope to develop
their holdings. The Town is comprised of 8.0 square miles, or roughly
5,120 acres. Part of that acreage, 371 acres, is composed of road, street
and alley right of ways as well as that naturally reserved for the creeks,
rivers, and streams that wind their way through town. The other 4,493
acres can be broken down as follows:

Residential

Residential districts comprise the largest use of space in the town. The
five residential districts account for 3,751 of the roughly 4,493 total habit-
able acres within the town limits, The R-1A district’s 1,561 acres, 41.6
percent of the total residential lands, is by far the largest residential dis-
trict in total acreage, and is also the lowest in density as this designation is
for those lands around town that are considered marginal to properly al-
low for extensive residential development due to their slope.
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Of particular concern is the 775 acres, 20.7 percent of the total residential
lands, designated for multi-family residence and the 12.97 acres, 0.0035
percent of the total residential lands, designated for mobile homes, dou-
blewide trailers and other such manufactured housing. The remaining
1,402 acres, 37.7 percent of the total residential lands, is devoted to single
family residence. As noted above those lands zoned for multi-family resi-
dential purposes seem satisfactory, however of those 775 acres, 142 acres
are not being used for residential purposes and another 461 acres are un-
der consideration for a planned development by the Leatherwood Corpo-
ration. Portions of that development will be multi-family housing, how-
ever the specifics are still in the planning stage. This leaves only 172
acres, 4.6 percent of the total residential lands, being used or available for
development for multi-family housing.

Commercial

Business districts in town are represented by three business zones and two
shopping center zones. The total acreage reserved for business use is 208

acres, 4.6 percent of the total acreage in town. Shopping centers comprise
46.2 percent of those lands set aside for commercial uses. As of this time,
area available for new business development is at high demand.

Industrial

Industrial districts in town are represented by two manufacturing zones
totaling 255 acres or 5.7 percent of the town’s land.
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Recreation and Open Spaces

There are currently 304 acres zoned as open space, which accounts for 5.9
percent of the acreage in town. The vast majority of open space is located
in three locations in town, Graham Recreation Park, City of Bluefield,
WV City Park, and an area bordering the Bluestone. The town has sev-
eral “community” parks that supply area neighborhoods with recreational
opportunities. These are located in Pine Hill Park, West Graham, the
North Side and at the primary and intermediate schools. The Town con-
tinually looks to expand these services.

Existing and Future Land Use

The Leatherwood Company has developed a master plan for their land
holdings within the Town of Bluefield. As part of the Master Plan they
intend to develop approximately 1,100 acres in the south eastern section
of town across U.S. Route 460. The current proposal includes 485.5 acres
of Open Space, 155.5 acres of Commercial Development, 88.1 acres of
Light-Medium Commercial/Office-Retail, 58.6 acres of multi-family
dwellings, 29.2 acres for Retirement Housing Facilities and 208.2 acres
for single—family residences.
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Land Use Map
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