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Town Council
Minutes
September 25, 2018

The Bluefield, Virginia Town Council held a regularly scheduled Town Council
Meeting on Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the
Town Hall located at 112 Huffard Drive, Bluefield, Virginia.

PRESENT ALSO PRESENT

Don Harris, Mayor Mike Watson, Town Manager

Jimmy Jones, Councilmember Billie Roberts, Comm. Dev. Coordinator
Ron Holt, Councilmember Lesley Catron, Town Clerk

Chuck Presley, Councilmember Matt Freedman, Town Attorney

Anglis Trigg Jr., Councilmember Shane Gunter, Police Chief

Lee Riffe, Vice-Mayor 12 Members of Public

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE

Steve Branch, Destiny Outreach Ministries led the Invocation. Mayor Harris led
the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Councilmember Holt made a motion to approve the agenda. Councilmember
Presley seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the consent agenda.
Councilmember Holt seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice
vote.
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CITIZEN REQUESTS & SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Special Presentation: Recognition of Lieutenant Pete Beavers — Mayor Don Harris
Mayor Harris asked Lt. Beavers to come forward.

Mrs. Catron read the following resolution:

TOWN OF BLUEFIELD
RESOLUTION
LIEUTENANT PETE JESSIE BEAVERS III

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Pete Jessie Beavers III began his career with the Town of Bluefield,
serving as a Police Officer for the Bluefield, Virginia Police Department in February 1992; and

WHEREAS, he completed K-9 training and was promoted to a K-9 Officer in January 2000;
and

WHEREAS, he was promoted to Lieutenant in January 2007 and was sworn in as an official
Lieutenant for the Bluefield, Virginia Police Department in February 2007; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Beavers completed his Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from
Bluefield College in December 2011, while continuing to work full-time for the Department; and

WHEREAS, during his 26 % years working for the Bluefield, Virginia Police Department,
Lieutenant Beavers patrolled, responded to emergency calls, and carried out his duties and
responsibilities fairly and justly, even during threatening and dangerous situations; and

WHEREAS, the job of a Law Enforcement Officer is risky and incurs a higher rate of injury
than many other jobs; and

WHEREAS, working as a Law Enforcement Officer requires possessing a specific skill set,
including perception, leadership skills, the ability to multi-task, good judgment, strong
communication, professionalism, and physical stamina; and

WHEREAS, after many years of protecting and serving the community which he lived,
Lieutenant Pete Beavers retired from the Department in September 2018.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL OF
THE TOWN OF BLUEFIELD, VIRGINIA, hereby recognizes the years of dedicated service
of Lieutenant Pete Beavers as a Law Enforcement Officer for the Bluefield, Virginia Police

Department.
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Adopted the 28t day of August 2018. Presented the 251 day of September 2018.

Donald R. Harris, Mayor Lesley L. Catron, Town Clerk

COMMITTEE REPORTS
None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS & REPORTS

—_— e —

Rezoning of Sections of College Ave. & Spring St. Discussion, VOTE - Billie Roberts

Mrs. Roberts stated that Planning Commission voted to rezone a portion of South
College and Spring Street. She stated that it was the recommendations of the Planning
Commission and the Zoning Administrator.

Mr. Trigg made a motion to approve the Rezoning of Sections of College Ave. &
Spring Street. Mr. Holt seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice
vote.

NEW BUSINESS & REPORTS
None.

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Frank Pochick, 303 Lynn St. thanked the Town for replacing the water line but
stated that he was not notified about the fire hydrant being placed in his yard. He passed
out pictures to council. He stated that it was within 2 inches or less of the roadway and
was not acceptable to be placed in the middle of the outer portion of his lot. He stated
that he was pretty sure that they would not see that anywhere else in town.

Mr. Presley stated that it needed to be in the corner of him and the Williams.
Mr. Pochick stated that it was placed 1 2 inches from the line.

Mr. Watson stated that it could be moved back 1-4 ft. He stated that they had
already put it in and tested it and council could determine whether or not to move it.

Mr. Pochick stated that he wished he would have known in advance but he came
home and it was there. He asked council to consider moving it back to the corner of his

lot.
Mayor Harris asked what could be done.
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Mr. Watson stated that it could be moved back but they would be setting a
precedent for anyone to be able to come and ask to have one moved.

Mr. Holt asked if they traditionally told the homeowner before doing it.

Mr. Watson stated no. He stated that he would have to go and look at it.

Mr. Presley asked him to do so.

Mr. Watson stated he would but if council was going to vote to do it then they
needed to direct staff as to what to do.

M. Presley asked if they could have some protocol as to how to do it.
Mr. Watson stated that they could go around and ask.

Mr. Holt stated that he did not think it was unreasonable. He asked before they
placed anymore to talk to the property owners about where it was being put.

Mr. Pochick stated that it was obvious they needed a fire hydrant on that street but
just not where it was located.

Mr. Trigg suggested that Mr. Watson go and look at it and see what could be done
and bring it back at the next council meeting.

Mr. Riffe asked if it could be moved to the corner.
Mr. Watson stated that it could be moved anywhere council wanted.

Mr. Pochick stated that there were two mailboxes on the side and it could be put
there.

Mr. Watson stated that if it were put the other way that it would tear up his
driveway.

Mr. Presley stated that he was for moving it but going forward they needed to
have standards written.

Mayor Harris asked them to keep in mind what Mr. Watson said about the
precedence of it.

Mr. Watson requested a vote.

Mr. Riffe stated that you could not park so many feet from a fire hydrant. He
stated that the last hydrant he seen go up was on Bullet Bill and there were no issues

there.
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Mr. Presley stated that was pre-existing.
Mr. Riffe stated that they needed to check and see as a common courtesy.
Mr. Watson asked if there was a motion to move it.

Mr. Presley made a motion to move the fire hydrant located on Mr. Pochick’s
property. Mr. Holt seconded the motion.

Mr. Holt stated that he understood the precedence but for this instance they
needed to work with him. He stated that the crew did a great job but he respected the
property owner’s rights.

Mr. Trigg suggested that Mr. Watson and Mr. Pochick come up with something.
Mr. Jones agreed.
Mr. Riffe stated that the homeowner should have been asked.

Mr. Watson stated that if he was not mistaken the end of the pipe was at the end
of the driveway.

Mr. Riffe stated the courtesy would have been to put it in between.
Mayor Harris stated that the answer was yes to move it.
Mr. Watson asked if it was unanimous.
Mayor Harris stated yes.
Mr. Watson stated that he would have them do it at the end of the week.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
Sanitary Board Update

Mr. Watson stated that he had a Sanitary Board Meeting this past week and over
the last year they had done the Capital Improvement Project and was planning another
project. He stated that they would probably see a rate increase and they may ask council
to endorse it. He stated that the next meeting was the 3™ or 4™ Thursday of the month if
council would like to attend. He stated that it would be 11% yearly for 3 years or 33%
overall. He stated that their minimum was $17.30 and he would email council the date of
the next meeting.
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Grass/Nuisance Discussion

Mr. Watson stated that staff had cut about 30 properties this year and charged
them $350 to it. He stated that out ordinance stated that the notice was good for 12
months. He stated that they received a letter to mow the grass and after that it went
through the process of phone calls, etc. and they only got one chance and that was it. He
stated that he would not be waiving anymore fees.

Mayor Harris asked if it was a one-time notice.
Mr, Watson stated yes.

Mr. Holt stated that he and Mr. Watson had talked about it and there were some
issues with landlords not taking care of their grass. He stated that he would like to see
them go after the landlords.

Mr. Watson stated that they were.

Communication Safety Concerns at Local Schools

Mr. Watson stated that there were some Communication Safety Concerns at the
local schools. He stated that we donated $1,500 each year to the local schools. He stated
that it would be nice for the schools to talk directly to the Police Department and he
would like to see all 4 schools have communication within themselves, each other, the
School Resource Officers and radios that went to dispatch. He stated that staff looked at
cost and right now between all 4 schools we gave $6,000/year. He stated that he would
like to go ahead and give them the $6k allotted for next year now. He stated that he
spoke with Charlie Stacy and Maggie Asbury and they would be putting in $2,500 each.
He stated that the Town would pick up the cost of the actual piece of equipment that was
needed and asked council for another $2.500 to do this. He stated that he would work on

getting the other $8k. He stated that each school would put their money towards this for
this year and next year.

Mr. Holt stated from the law enforcement side in worst case scenarios that
seconds mattered and to immediately get that response would be fantastic.

Mr. Watson stated that it would not cost them anymore to use our tower.

Mayor Harris stated that it would be a win-win for the entire county.
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VML Conference

Mr. Watson stated that the VML Conference would be September 30™ — October
2" in Hampton, VA.

Student Government Day

Mr. Watson stated that Student Government Day was tentatively scheduled for
October 25",

Recycling

Mr. Watson stated that the landfill was not accepting plastic anymore and he may
send something out to the residents advising them that we could no longer take it because
we had nowhere to take it too. He stated that staff would put it in the upcoming
newsletter.

Mr. Presley asked what the alternative was.

Mr. Watson stated nothing that it would go to the landfill. He stated that it had to
be hand separated, cleaned, etc. and was labor intensive.

Mayor Harris stated that the one in Beckley was state of the art.

Mr. Watson stated that the prisoners ran it and he would get more information on
it.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Mr. Riffe stated hats off to staff that the Town Seal on the wall looked great. He
stated there was a guy “Melroy Brown” on Rt. 102 who cleaned the front of his house
and done a wonderful job and suggested giving him a PIC Award. He stated that he
would still like to see a drum added to the Christmas Tree.

Mr. Jones had none.
Mr. Holt had none.

Mr. Presley stated that there was a break-in in Sedgewood and people asked for
additional cameras. He gave a shout out to the Police and Fire Department.

Mayor Harris stated downtown on Saturday there were over 100 people at the
church in the old Carpetland Building giving away free stuff. He stated that they fixed
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800 hamburgers and that he went on Sunday morning and it was very clean and well

done.

Mr. Holt stated that the first home game for the Little G-Men being able to use the
new score board was really nice and thanked them for it.

Mr. Trigg had none.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Special Events Ordinance Discussion (attached at the end of the minutes)

Mr. Freedman stated that with the permit we would still need an appeals process.
He stated that he had made a number of changes and tried to simplify it.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilmember Holt made a motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to
Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711-A-1.3 and Mrs. Catron read:

Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of
the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would
adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body.

Councilmember Presley seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously
by voice vote.

Council entered into Executive Session at 8:25 p.m.

Councilmember Presley made a motion to enter out of Executive Session.
Councilmember Jones seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice
vote.

Councilmember Holt made a motion to adopt the following resolution certifying
the Executive Session and Mrs. Catron read:

WHEREAS, the Town Council of Bluefield, Virginia has convened an executive meeting
on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with provisions of the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712-D of The Code of
Virginia requires a certification by the Town Council of Bluefield, Virginia that such session was
conducted in conformity with Virginia law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of Bluefield, Virginia
hereby certifies that, to the best of each members knowledge, (I) only public business matters
lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under this chapter and (ii) only such public
business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened
were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the Town Council.
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Adopted this 25" day of September.

Councilmember Trigg seconded the motion.

ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilmember Trigg: Yes
Councilmember Presley: Yes
Councilmember Holt: Yes
Mayor Harris: Yes
Councilmember Jones: Yes
Vice-Mayor Riffe: Yes

The motion passed unanimously by Roll Call Vote.

ADJOURN

Mr. Presley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 p.m. Mr. Holt seconded
the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

Don Harris, Mayor Lesley Catron, Town Clerk






ORDINANCE INDEX NO.

VIRGINIA: AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
BLUEFIELD, VIRGINIA HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL IN
BLUEFIELD, VIRGINIA ON THE DAY OF , 2018.

AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE, BY CREATING ARTICLE VII (SPECIAL EVENTS) OF
CHAPTER 2 (ADMINISTRATION) OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, TOWN OF
BLUEFIELD, VIRGINIA

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF BLUEFIELD, VIRGINIA
that Article VII of Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances, To .';Df Bluefield, Virginia is hereby
created to read as follows: o

"'--'.-"’ regulan rtain public and
private events within the corporate li sfBlgeticld in order to preserve the health,
safety, welfare, and peace of the citizens'efth

Sec. 2-532. Authority.

This article is ad
Virginia (1950) as a

Bluefield.

The term “police chi
Bluefield.

The term “special event”, when used in this article, shall mean any event conducted within the
corporate limits of the Town of Bluefield for the purpose of entertainment, celebration,
competition, cultural recognition, or freedom of speech that is reasonably expected to involve the
presence of fifty (50) or more persons. A special event shall be deemed to include, but not be
limited to, circuses, carnivals, races, parades, marches, festivals, demonstrations, celebrations,
performances, dances, and tailgates.

The term “town clerk”, when used in this article, shall mean the town clerk of the Town of
Bluefield.
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Bluetield Virgimia

The term “town manager”, when used in this article, shall mean the town manager of the Town
of Bluefield.

The term “treasurer’, when used in this article, shall mean the treasurer of the Town of
Bluefield.

The term “zoning administrator”, when used in this article, shall mean the zoning administrator

of the Town of Bluefield.
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All apphicants seeking the ssuance ot a special evenr permit trom the Town ot Bluetield shall
cectify that the special event proposed and its accompany ing activities shall be in compliance with
all applicable laws and regulations

Sec. 2-536. Special event plan.

The town manager may require a special event plan accompany an application requesting the
rssuance of a special event pernut from the Town ot Blietield  Such plan shall account tor the
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ot the Notice ot Denial e 1 pronde a Notce of Appeal to the town clerk within the stared
time frame shall constiture an absolire waiver to the night of appeal granted by thes section

An applicant who dulv pertects an appeal under this section shall be heard before the roswn
counct! ar then regular meeting whe b immediarels tollows the date the Nonice ot Appeal was
received by the town clerh Affer heartng the appeal the town counait shali by recorded ol call
cote determiine whether the issuance of the applicant s special event permit trom the Towo of
Bluehield was properly demed 1o the event the town counctl determines the tssuance ot the
apphicant » special event perni was proper!y denred then the matter shall be deemed voncluded
In the event the trwn counct! detetimimes the issudnece of the apphicant s specidl ¢ ent permin wis
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4. Monetary deposits and surety bonds.

As a condition to the issuance of a special event permit | o s , the town
manager may require an applicant deposit sufficient funds with the treasurer to pay the cost of
mumc1pal services necessary to meet%c uirements of @ Special event plan. The actual cost of
such services shall be paid to the geneﬂﬂl gﬁlﬂ; the Town of Bluefieid out of the deposit, and the
difference, if any, shall be refunded to ihe npphé*ﬁtwntl*un ten (‘!0) business days of the conclusion
of the special event.

U [ %)

= id bk . -l_.‘ } ;--; £ . .
Alternatively, as ‘ ndition t@ the issuange Of a special event permit

, the town manager may %r& the applicant deposit a surety bond with the treasurer in

an amount necessary to s an apphcﬁ s failure to adhere to the requirements of a
special eve m o SRR
) gy W

54 Ty
Sec 2 ﬂ‘ Exempt em .’:,..__' . £

such special event:
Bluefield. b

‘.gﬁ d;""
Sec. 2-542. Severability

Sees 2-543 - 2-S80. Reserved
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF BLUEFIELD,
VIRGINIA that section 54-32 of Article II of Chapter 54 of the Code of Ordinances, Town of
Bluefield, Virginia is hereby repealed.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF BLUEFIELD,
VIRGINIA that the Council of the Town of Bluefield, Virginia adopts this ordinance on this

day of ,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF BLUEFIELD,
VIRGINIA that this ordinance shall be effective on the dey of z i

i

L
)

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNGIL
VIRGINIA that the Council of the Town of Bluefield, Vifginta.authorizes Donald R. Harris, the
Mayor of the Town of Bluefield, Virginia, to execute t?ﬁ?"ordinaﬁq on behalf of said Council.

CIL. OF THE TOWN OF BLUEFIELD,

VIRGINIA on this day of "
PUBLIC HEARING: g "
FIRST READING: N, L

SECOND READING:
ADOPTION DATE:

EFFECTIVE DATE:
FINAL RECORDED
MEMBERS PRESE}
MEMBERS ABSE
RESULT OF VOTE:

S
2

Gl
T%ﬂ e ot
1 ANVES
i S & > B
Mt it

_ m YES ABSTENTIONS

DATE

ATTEST:

LESLEY CATRON, TOWN CLERK DATE
TOWN OF BLUEFIELD, A VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
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