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The Bluefield, Virginia Town Council held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, August 27,
2019 at 7:00 p.m. to receive input on the Proposed Issuance of a $1,900,000 Bond by the Town of
Bluefield for purposes of paying the costs of the Town of Bluefield acquiring that certain real
estate commonly known as Fincastle on the Mountain in Bluefield, Virginia and related personal

property.

TOWN COUNCIL PRESENT ALSO PRESENT

Don Harris, Mayor Mike Watson, Town Manager

Ron Holt, Councilmember Matt Freedman, Town Attorney

Chuck Presley, Councilmember Kim Hernandez, Interim Town Clerk
Jimmy Jones, Councilmember Billie Roberts, Comm. Dev. Coordinator
Anglis Trigg, Jr., Vice-Mayor 13 members of public

2 members of media

ABSENT
Jimmy Jones, Councilmember

Mayor Harris opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.

Mrs. Hemandez read the following Legal Notice that appeared in the Bluefield Daily
Telegraph on Wednesday, August 7, 2019 and Wednesday, August 14, 2019,

The Council of the Town of Bluefield, Virginia will hold a public hearing on the proposed
issuance of a bond by the Town of Bluefield. The estimated maximum amount of the bond to be issued is
$1,900,000. The proposed use of the proceeds of the bond is to pay for the costs of the Town of Bluefield
acquiring that certain real estate commonly known as Fincastle on the Mountain in Bluefield, Virginia, and
related personal property. Such real estate includes wooded real estate, a golf course, recreational facilities,
buildings/improvements, and assets associated therewith. The public hearing which may be continued or
adjourned, and at which persons may appear and present their views on the proposed bond issue will be
held at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, on August 27, 2019, before the Council
of the Town of Bluefield, Virginia in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall located at 112 Huffard Drive,
Bluefield, Virginia. Any questions concerning this matter may be referred to the Town Manager of the
Town of Bluefield at (276) 3224626 or watson@bluefieldva.org.

Mayor Harris asked if anyone had any comments.

Ervin Rich stated that he hated to see the city get into a big bondage but thought it would
be awful not to keep Fincastle for the citizens.

Wayne Evans, 45 College Drive stated that he spoke about this situation back in the
spring and that hearing was better attended. He stated that Mr. Watson was supposed to supply
more information about the details and he had not seen anything and that these details were no
better. He stated that he was a member of Fincastle for 20+ years before he resigned because he
did not use it as much. He stated that while a member he saw mismanagement of the club and
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went to the board and asked them about it. He stated that running a club was expensive and he

did not know how a public entity would be able to run it but with taxpayers money. He stated

that he was involved when it had gone flop twice as a member and a stockholder and as taxpayers

they should not have to fund it if it went south again. He stated that they did not need to see an

increase to fund a country club and that it should stay private and if not then to let it go. He
stated from his understanding there would not be memberships.

Mr. Watson stated that he had lots of information and invited him to come by and he
would give it to him. He stated that meals tax was raised 1% to fund a project such as this and
that neither personal property nor real estate property were affected. He stated that part of the
meals tax increase would fund the bond issuance.

Mr. Evans stated that where it was private it could not be taxed and there went that
money. He stated that his concern was they did not charge enough to run it and it would be back
to like it was before and felt the Town was biting off more than they could chew. He stated that
he was there when they borrowed money for the expansion of the club house and urged council to
consider this and to be very careful. He stated that he would like to get a summary, etc. of all the
details.

Mayor Harris encouraged him to stop by and talk to Mr. Watson.

Mr. Watson told him to call or stop by.

Mr. Holt stated that his email was on the website and that he would love to talk to him as
well.

Mayor Harris asked if there were any more comments.
There were none.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m.

Don Harris, Mayor Kim Hernandez, Interim Town Clerk



